
XV. I,ODGE AND CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

Ever since ia beginning in 1857, the christian Reformed church has taken a
position_ relative to lodge mernbership. That position has ahvays been one of oppo-
sition. In fact, when the denominatibn came into existence by ieparating itsef frbm
the Dutch Reformed Church, one of the reasons given for that-separation was the
Dutch Reformed toleration o_f- lodge membenhipl (see Tfre chiistian Relormed
Chutch, John Kromminga, p. 32.)

. . Subsequent synodical decisions indicate a continuing and 6rm opposition to the
lodge and mernbership in the lodge. A report presente? and adoptid in 1900 is of
great jmPortance in understanding the position of the Christian i{eformed Church
regarding lodge rnembenhip.

1n.1974 the study committee- on- Lodge and church Membenhip presented an
extensive report to synod. Synod adopted this report, and once more 

-reiterated 
its

firm stand asainst lodge membenhip by church mehben.

A. DrcrsroN or 1974
1. That synod reaffirm as the basic position of the Christian Reformed Church
that there is an irreconcilable conflici between the teachings and practices of the
lodge and bibiical Christianity, and that therefore simultineous membenhip in
the. lodge and in the church' of Jesus christ is incompatible and contrary to
Scripture.
2. Regarding the recommendations of the study committee to accept the report
and to publish it as a popular pamphlet, decision-was made:

a. Tha-t synod accept the report of the study committee as a resource docu-
ment for .th-e guidance of the churches regarding "the lodge and church
membership."

!. Tlrat synod aPpgint a committee of three members which shall report to
the.synod of 1975 with the mandate_.of preparing a summary pahphret
stating the stand of the church in the light-of ihe st-udy commitiee"s *'p"tt,
with a view to its adoption as the officia'i witness of thi Christian Refoimed
Church's position on "the lodge and church membership."

3. Th4synod declare in the light of the committee's report, that:
a. The Bible clearly g39hes that God's covenant'pe"pt., as members of his
church and citizens of hi-s kingdom, owe full and eicluiive allegiance to their
Savior and Lord Jesus Christ.- The _covenantal life is a life of siparation from
sin and of consecration to the sewice of God and does trot p"i-it a double
allegiance in which one's allegiance to christ is in any *"y .b-promised.
b' The lodge (as defined and discussed in the ..pori) in its eisential char-
acter holds to and_ practices an anti-Christian religion. Its beliefs and rites
cannot be harmonized with the claims of God's Word and are contrary to
true Christian faith.
c. Because of what God's covenant people are, and because of what the
lodge. is, simultareous membenhip in ihe church of Jesus christ and a lodge
is a violation of God's demands in ihe Scriptures.
d. Relative to lodge membership and reiated problems, the church, in obe-
dience to_Jesus Christ, must do ill it can to preserve ani manifest its specific
distinguishing attributes-of unity, catholicity'and holiness. F".th.;;;; th;
church must preserve the ,'marks" of the true church by proclaimins the
gospel to all men and teaching them to observe all things it d t 

"ra 
has"com-
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Inanded it, by adrninistering the sacrament according to the instructions
given in the Scriptures, and bv exercising discipline according to the guide-
lines taught in the Scriptures.
e. The church in obedience to the Great Commission given it by its Lord
rnust be ready, rr'illing, consistent and persistent in its efforts to bring the
gospel to all the people in our modern society, including lodge memben.
It must seek out the lost and rvandering, bind up the wounded, bring Christ's
healins to the sick and proclaim liberty to all captives in the bondage of sin
and sinful relationshiyx.
f. The lodge member rtho desires to become a memhr of the church must
be kindly but firrnly shorvn that his lodge membenhip is contrary to the will
of God and that mernbership in the lodge and in the church of Jesus Christ
involves a dout'le commitment s'hich our Lord himself does not tolerate.
Those in the church rvho affiliate s'ith the lodge must be shown the error
of their n'ay, and if they refuse to repent must be placed under the censune
of the church.
g. The church rnust constantly remain aware of the complexity of its con-
t€mporary society and do its utmost to minister in an understanding manner
to people rrho are deeply involved in specific cornplex situations. This min-
istry is to be exercised in loyalty to Jesus Christ, with steadfast prayer on
behalf of those receiving the church's ministry and in the patient reliance
on the n'ork of the Holy Spirit in applying the will of God to specific life
situations.

B. DscrsroH or 1975
That synod appolnt a ne!!' study comrnittee to research the content, confessional

character and function of the oath in the relationship of lodge members to their
oath bound societies.
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